THE HISTORY OF ART

In an exquisite setting of gold, silver, enamel, and
jewels stands the Madonna, with illustrious persons on
either side of her. This is a detail from the famous

like a Corinthian capital. It simply did not
look like that.

But this artist was an Easterner, with an
eye for patterns, and he started to look at
his work in another way. Suppose he gave
up trying to make it look Corinthian. The
drill holes already made a rather pretty de-
sign in the stone. How about trying to see
what sort of pattern he could make with
such holes? So he made a new kind of capi-
tal. It was like lacework in stone; and with
such an event Roman art died and Byzantine
art was born.

The Gorgeous Art of the East

In the East people have an eye for color
as well as for patterns. They make the most
gorgeous rugs in the world. They love to
put patterns even on the outside of a build-
ing, and to lavish colors in all sorts of places.
The art of the mosaic was a great delight to
them. In the West the workers in mosaic
started in a small way with the apse. In the
East they set the whole inside of a church
aglow with it. The edifice seems to be liter-
ally built of rich color.

They loved gold for a background.   They

"Pala d' Oro," an altarpiece which is considered one
of the world's treasures. It is Byzantine work, and
was made in Constantinople in the twelfth century.
would make a whole church glitter with hun-
dreds of thousands of tiny squares of gold.
They put pictures into mosaic, just as did
the artists in the West, but they made them
more rigid and less human. The Eastern
Christians were not sure they wanted their
pictures to look like real persons. A strangely
beautiful stiff madonna with great eyes was
the kind of figure that they thought it rever-
ent to make of a heavenly person. After all,
they felt, these holy beings did not have
bodies like our own, and they must look dif-
ferent. They are very beautiful and very
bright in color, as they stand out brilliantly
against the gold background.
Of course the Byzantine artists did not
. work in mosaic alone. They were marvelous
painters and ivory carvers, and .they made
fine picture books as well. In the earlier
days, when they were still copying Greece
and Rome, they were more likely to paint
lively and dashing figures, as in the story of
Joshua. Later the figures grew more rigid,
like the saints in the mosaics, staring sedately
out of their wide, bright eyes.
The city of Ravenna in Italy is a very in-
teresting place because it was the meeting